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reference to some important gear matters. A spirited dis-
pute was on between Admiral Melville and Mr. MacAlpine
in which Mr. Westinghouse and I were involved in bring-
ing about a settlement of the Melville-MacAlpine gear
contract, with George Westinghouse as trustee. On this
particular morning we spent a half-hour going over different
matters. I always tried to be as concise as possible with
him, and when finished I would generally say: "Now, Mr.
Westinghouse, I know you are very busy, and I won't take
any more of your time." He generally replied, "Well,
I'll call you again tomorrow or this evening," or he would
say, as he did many times: "Mr. Herr, I have a good deal
on my mind, but I like to talk to you about these mechan-
ical things. They relieve me."

This day he asked me to pull up my chair, and taking
a block of cross-section paper said: " Some little time ago
I saw a device which had interested my chauffeur at Lenox.
This device was made by a couple of men up in the country
and applied to an automobile to reduce the road shocks.
I have been interested in it somewhat and it has some merit.
It needs changing to make it successful."

He then made a sketch of two telescoping cylinders with
a leather packing on one which slid into the other. The
ends of the cylinders were closed and a certain amount of
oil was kept in the interior over the packing to make an air-
tight joint. "Now," said Mr. Westinghouse, "this won't
stand up on account of the oil leaking out past the leather-
packed piston, but I will put a pump on the inside (illus-
trating by a sketch) operated by a flapper, which, as the
air spring collapses and extends, will automatically pump
back into the inside any oil that leaks by the packing
leather." He was as usual very enthusiastic and very clear
in his description and sketches, and after he had finished
his explanation he sat back in his chair and said to me:
"What do you think of it ? " I told him I thought it would
work if the plunger pump would function. He said that
the pump would work all right and asked me if I could build
one at the Machine Company, to which I replied that we